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New Hope Farm, Thetford, VT

New Hope Farm Continued from page 1
to the concept of conservation easements and to explain the process of applying
for grant funding that could be used to purchase development rights. For 10 years
he ran New Hope Farm while also working at UVLT, helping to create one of the
most successful farmland conservation programs of its size in the country. When
Dick retired, UVLT had accumulated over 6000 acres of protected farmland on 32
working farms up and down the Connecticut River valley in Vermont.
A UVLT Board Member once said that Dick Hodge had never met a farm he didn’t
think was worth conserving. Dick admitted that this was probably true, and given
the great start he gave us, we think the Upper Valley is better for it!

•

38.5 acres of Prime and
Statewide Significant Farm Soils

•

2,000+ feet of frontage on the
Connecticut River

•

Added protections for aquatic
resources and water quality

•

Supported with funding from
VHCB, NRCS, and the Thetford
Conservation Fund

In December, with support and funding from VHCB, the USDA Natural Resources
• Farm conserved by Dick Hodge,
Conservation Service, and the Town of Thetford, UVLT purchased a conservation
land in the family since 1960
easement, and rewrote the future of New Hope Farm. Now Dick can plan for his
second retirement. He envisions a small, family farm, always available for the next
generation of hardworking, entrepreneurial, land-loving young folks. Whether those will be his grandchildren, or others dreaming of
owning a small piece of the river valley’s food production hub, he knows that his land, his farm, will be there and will feed the bodies
and nourish the spirits of many a generation to come.

Fund for Conservation Action Matched by $1 Million Award for Farmland
UVLT’s initiative to accelerate farmland
conservation was rewarded in December,
when the USDA announced that 91
groups from 45 states had been selected
to receive funding through the Regional
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP).
UVLT’s $1M award was the only 2018
project approved in NH.

soils and strengthen farming. The
USDA program required applicants to
demonstrate sufficient funds to meet the
federal investment. UVLT President Jeanie
McIntyre said, “We were able to do this
because of the generosity of the donors
to the Fund for Conservation Action.
Effectively, this RCPP doubles our money.”

Backed by our Fund for Conservation
Action, an ongoing capital campaign,
UVLT’s conservation staff have been
proactively developing conservation
easement projects to protect agricultural

The USDA award aims to “stem the
conversion and loss of vitally important
agricultural and forest land in the
Upper Connecticut River watershed of
New Hampshire.” The funded project

A

Vital Statistics

prioritizes three areas: farms located
near impaired waters, areas with low
percentages of protected farms and areas
where historically underserved producers
lack resources for improvements.
UVLT will work with Sullivan County
Conservation Commission, Grafton
Country Conservation Commission,
Land For Good and Vital Communities
to inform landowners and develop
easement transactions.

The FSC certification logo indicates
that this product meets the social and
environmental standards of the Forest
Stewardship Council. Learn more about
Forest Stewardship Council certification
at www.fscus.org/paper

s UVLT’s Farm Protection Specialist from 1990-2001, Dick Hodge helped
other farmers conserve their land. Now he has fulfilled his long-held goal of
conserving his own farm.

Dick has been operating the 60+ head Holstein dairy at New Hope Farm since he
returned stateside from the Peace Corps in 1973. The land straddles US Route 5 and
Ely Road, and hugs the bank of the Connecticut River. His parents purchased it from
local legend Irving Bond in 1960.
Published by: Upper Valley Land Trust,19 Buck Road, Hanover, NH 03755 • (603) 643-6626 or contactus@uvlt.org

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT:

Dick joined UVLT in its organizational infancy, soon after the Vermont Housing and
Conservation Board (VHCB) was established. His first task was to introduce farmers
continued inside

Alan and his family moved to the Upper Valley in 1987 from
Montana where he left his career in forestry to raise their children
and support his wife, Marcia’s, new career as a dietitian and
founder of the Dartmouth College Eating Disorders Prevention,
Education and Treatment Program.
Alan has never been able to keep himself too far from the
woods and has devoted himself to learning the ecosystems of

Conserved

June 2017 – January 2018
Ticknor Woods
Lebanon, 110 acres

Von Hippel
Topsham, 237 Acres

New Hope Farm
Thetford, 45 acres

ALAN STRICKLAND

Having called Enfield Center home for the last 30 years, Alan
Strickland finds it hard to imagine living any place else. Alan
spent much of his youth living on his grandparents’ farm in
Georgia where his grandfather instilled in him a love for nature.
He received a degree in Forestry from the University of Montana,
and worked professionally all over Montana, in California’s
redwoods and sequoias, in the Sierra-Nevada Mountains and in
Washington’s Cascade Range.

Through all the ups and downs of the dairy industry over the last 60 years, New
Hope Farm has endured. Now one of only two dairies left in the town of Thetford, it
is a gem of the village of Ely, in the northeastern corner of Thetford. The soils there
are rich and well cared for; the cows are a jolly bunch of ladies, watched over by the
matriarch, Peppermint. The farm is a testament to Dick’s knowledge and care for the
land and his faith that the land will provide.

Penny Brook Farm
Randolph Center, 37 acres
Hikers join John Roe (UVLT Vice President, Stewardship and Strategic Initiatives)
at the new trails on the Smith Pond Shaker Forest property that volunteer Alan
Strickland helped to design.

New England; identifying ferns, mosses, liverworts, lichens,
mushrooms, vernal pools and flowers. He has served on the
Enfield Conservation Commission for about 25 years, helping
to support a number of UVLT conservation projects. When UVLT
purchased the 995-acre Smith Pond Shaker Forest in 2015, Alan
brought his years of exploring the hillside to bear. He has been
a leader of an informal advisory group of neighbors and friends,
helping guide UVLT’s management of the property. In 2017,
Alan helped UVLT design, layout and build over two miles of
new hiking trails at Smith Pond Shaker Forest. You can often find
Alan and his dog, Prairie, roaming the hillside or guiding friends
along the trails.

Manning Farm
Strafford, 382 acres

Introducing the Family Farm: Magdalena Schultz, visiting the US from Poland in 1992, as
part of a delegation learning about non-governmental organizations, farming and rural
community development, spent an afternoon at the farm with Ralph Hodge, Dick’s father.
The Hodge’s small farm has welcomed, informed and inspired many people over the years.
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conserving his own farm.
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Preserving a Sense of Place
Morey Mountain, Fairlee, VT

F

amilies have been enjoying the beauty and splendor of Lake Morey
and its surrounding hills in Fairlee for generations. The lake gathers
far flung family members for holidays and vacations, and provides an
idyllic location for year-round activities.
According to the Lake Morey Foundation, a local 501(c)(3) dedicated to
protecting the lake environment, the lake has played a pivotal role in the
development of the town, one of the oldest lake communities in Vermont.
The first seasonal lakefront cottage was built in the 1880s, and soon
thereafter other cottages, summer camps, and inns followed, dotting the
shoreline as its popularity grew. An intense sense of tradition surrounds the
Lake Morey community, and its extraordinary setting keeps families coming
back year after year.
With an eye towards protecting and enhancing this environment, the Lake
Morey Foundation recently joined forces with UVLT to protect 148 hillside
acres near the lake. Development threatened this property which forms the
eastern scenic backdrop to the lake.
The property lies near to another UVLT-owned property -- Cliff’s Cliff at
the Palisades -- and is within a larger area identified as a “hot spot” by the VT
Agency of Natural Resources due to an abundance of rare, endangered, or
threatened species. The property includes portions of a natural community,
a Hemlock-Sphagnum Acidic Basin Swamp, considered rare in the State of
Vermont, and is said to contain vascular plants considered rare or extremely
rare in the State. The eastern portion of the property buffers an active
nesting area for peregrine falcons, making careful management of this area
of critical importance to the success of the birds.
In an inspiring grassroots effort, the Lake Morey Foundation raised more
than $400,000 in late 2017 to purchase this property. The transaction is
expected to be finalized in winter 2018. UVLT will own the land, allowing
for low-impact recreation by the public and opportunities for research and
education, while ensuring that its natural resources are not compromised.
It is anticipated that future
hiking trails on the property
Vital Statistics
will provide access to the
• Lies within a VT Agency of
mountain without disturbing
Natural Resources “Hot Spot”
important peregrine
falcon nesting habitat on
• Property buffers Peregrine
the Palisades side of the
Falcon nesting sites
mountain. Further donations
• 148 acres of scenic wooded
and a grant from the Aloha
hillside on the eastern shore
Foundation will support
of Lake Morey
UVLT’s future stewardship of
• Rare, Threatened, and
Morey Mountain.

Endangered species present
on the property

Wild About Lebanon

Summer Internships

UVLT and the Lebanon Recreation and Parks
Department are bringing back a popular program of
outdoor activities that feature the City’s many natural
areas. The brainchild of the late Nicole Cormen, Wild
About Lebanon began in 2003, with Nicole organizing field
trips to acquaint people with Lebanon’s beautiful and
varied conserved public lands. Nicole worked tirelessly
as a volunteer with the Conservation Commission, the
City Recreation and Parks Department, and the Upper
Valley Land Trust to make her dream of a robust outdoor
program for Lebanon a reality.

at UVLT

2017 was a stellar year for UVLT interns! We hosted six interns who contributed over
1,000 hours of conservation work. Their projects included:
Forest Management Plan for our Snow Mountain Conservation Area
Documenting the amount of mountain bike use on West Windsor Town Forest trails

Nicole was a City Councilor for four terms and
championed civic activism and environmental stewardship.
We are proud to take up her legacy of introducing people
to the natural wonders of the Lebanon landscape; exploring
and celebrating the special places that abound.

Natural resource inventory using citizen science at Rix Ledges Conservation Area
Field work and a museum display for Smith Pond Shaker Forest Conservation Area
A deep dive into the day-to-day of the Stewardship and Conservation departments
Thank you to Cedar Farwell, Katrina Wheelan, Jenny Moffett, Max Nash-Howe, Robin
Kilfeather-Mackey, and Rebecca Holdowsky for all your hard work!

We will be hosting a series of outdoor events
encompassing a range of activities including hiking,
snowshoeing, skiing, picnics, bird walks and educational
experiences.

Interested in an internship with UVLT? Send an email to contactus@uvlt.org

New Trails at Smith Pond Shaker Forest, Enfield , NH
Since UVLT purchased
the Smith Pond Shaker
Forest Conservation
Area in late 2015 we’ve
been developing a
management plan and
envisioning recreational
stewardship there.
When we bought the
property there were
already two hiking trails
and a snowmobile trail. One trail led from Smith Pond Road out to
the pond, one led to Half Mile Pond on the abutting Henry Laramie
Wildlife Management Area, and the snowmobile trail led up from
Route 4A through the forest to Smith Pond Road. There was also a
very popular hiking trail through the abutting Petryk Woodland to
Big Dog Falls.

Download a
full-size map at
www.uvlt.org

spent four days building two miles of new trails and improving two
others. In October, 15 volunteers from Hypertherm completed the
five mile loop.
The property can be accessed both from a parking lot on Smith
Pond Road and from Route 4A. Recreation on the property is limited
to pedestrian uses except for snowmobiles. Dogs are allowed under
the controlled supervision of their owners. Hunting is allowed
throughout the property and the abutting Wildlife Management
Areas owned by the State of New Hampshire.
Coming in 2018 expect to see a parking lot on the 4A side as well
as informational kiosks and ongoing trail improvements!

Land Transfers Hands, Easements Remain
The trails, high meadows, and long northeasterly
views at Cossingham Farm in Norwich, VT are loved by
walkers and skiers. Liz Russell bought the 122-acre farm
to conserve it 16 years ago and has lovingly cared for the
fields, woods and trails since.
Now, the property has changed hands. At the end of
January, Elena Mihaly and Justin Strauss purchased the
farm from Liz. They are well acquainted with the land,
as they have rented the farmhouse for several years.
Both Liz and Elena serve as UVLT Trustees and are deeply
committed to the long-term conservation of special places
like Cossingham Farm.

Beginning in the spring of 2017, UVLT worked with nearby
landowners, the Enfield Conservation Commission, the Enfield
Shaker Museum, and local residents to design a system of trails
that would make a loop trail, encompass some of the existing
trail network, and highlight the natural and historical features
throughout the 995-acre property we own.
In August, UVLT partnered with the Tuck Builds program of
Dartmouth’s Tuck School of Business. Seven incoming Tuck students

We’re kicking off the series with snowshoeing and skiing
at the conserved Balestra property on Stevens Road on
March 18th. (This is a new date, as weather interfered with
our original plans.) Keep an eye on our events calendar
for all the information regarding these events and more
coming in 2018!

Far Left- Map of new trail at Smith Pond Shaker Forest. Above left - new trail signs at
Smith Pond Shaker Forest. Above- Tuck Builds Students after a day of hard work in
front of Smith Pond.

Soon after purchasing the property in 2002, Liz granted
a conservation easement that will protect the land
forever. Thus, while new owners will welcome hikers and
skiers, and tend the woods and fields, the conservation
easement remains as a steadfast legal document that
exists in perpetuity. This is the legacy UVLT supporters
make possible.
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New Hope Farm Continued from page 1
to the concept of conservation easements and to explain the process of applying
for grant funding that could be used to purchase development rights. For 10 years
he ran New Hope Farm while also working at UVLT, helping to create one of the
most successful farmland conservation programs of its size in the country. When
Dick retired, UVLT had accumulated over 6000 acres of protected farmland on 32
working farms up and down the Connecticut River valley in Vermont.
A UVLT Board Member once said that Dick Hodge had never met a farm he didn’t
think was worth conserving. Dick admitted that this was probably true, and given
the great start he gave us, we think the Upper Valley is better for it!
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38.5 acres of Prime and
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2,000+ feet of frontage on the
Connecticut River
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Added protections for aquatic
resources and water quality
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Supported with funding from
VHCB, NRCS, and the Thetford
Conservation Fund

In December, with support and funding from VHCB, the USDA Natural Resources
• Farm conserved by Dick Hodge,
Conservation Service, and the Town of Thetford, UVLT purchased a conservation
land in the family since 1960
easement, and rewrote the future of New Hope Farm. Now Dick can plan for his
second retirement. He envisions a small, family farm, always available for the next
generation of hardworking, entrepreneurial, land-loving young folks. Whether those will be his grandchildren, or others dreaming of
owning a small piece of the river valley’s food production hub, he knows that his land, his farm, will be there and will feed the bodies
and nourish the spirits of many a generation to come.

Fund for Conservation Action Matched by $1 Million Award for Farmland
UVLT’s initiative to accelerate farmland
conservation was rewarded in December,
when the USDA announced that 91
groups from 45 states had been selected
to receive funding through the Regional
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP).
UVLT’s $1M award was the only 2018
project approved in NH.

soils and strengthen farming. The
USDA program required applicants to
demonstrate sufficient funds to meet the
federal investment. UVLT President Jeanie
McIntyre said, “We were able to do this
because of the generosity of the donors
to the Fund for Conservation Action.
Effectively, this RCPP doubles our money.”

Backed by our Fund for Conservation
Action, an ongoing capital campaign,
UVLT’s conservation staff have been
proactively developing conservation
easement projects to protect agricultural

The USDA award aims to “stem the
conversion and loss of vitally important
agricultural and forest land in the
Upper Connecticut River watershed of
New Hampshire.” The funded project

A

Vital Statistics

prioritizes three areas: farms located
near impaired waters, areas with low
percentages of protected farms and areas
where historically underserved producers
lack resources for improvements.
UVLT will work with Sullivan County
Conservation Commission, Grafton
Country Conservation Commission,
Land For Good and Vital Communities
to inform landowners and develop
easement transactions.

The FSC certification logo indicates
that this product meets the social and
environmental standards of the Forest
Stewardship Council. Learn more about
Forest Stewardship Council certification
at www.fscus.org/paper

s UVLT’s Farm Protection Specialist from 1990-2001, Dick Hodge helped
other farmers conserve their land. Now he has fulfilled his long-held goal of
conserving his own farm.

Dick has been operating the 60+ head Holstein dairy at New Hope Farm since he
returned stateside from the Peace Corps in 1973. The land straddles US Route 5 and
Ely Road, and hugs the bank of the Connecticut River. His parents purchased it from
local legend Irving Bond in 1960.
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VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT:

Dick joined UVLT in its organizational infancy, soon after the Vermont Housing and
Conservation Board (VHCB) was established. His first task was to introduce farmers
continued inside

Alan and his family moved to the Upper Valley in 1987 from
Montana where he left his career in forestry to raise their children
and support his wife, Marcia’s, new career as a dietitian and
founder of the Dartmouth College Eating Disorders Prevention,
Education and Treatment Program.
Alan has never been able to keep himself too far from the
woods and has devoted himself to learning the ecosystems of

Conserved

June 2017 – January 2018
Ticknor Woods
Lebanon, 110 acres

Von Hippel
Topsham, 237 Acres

New Hope Farm
Thetford, 45 acres

ALAN STRICKLAND

Having called Enfield Center home for the last 30 years, Alan
Strickland finds it hard to imagine living any place else. Alan
spent much of his youth living on his grandparents’ farm in
Georgia where his grandfather instilled in him a love for nature.
He received a degree in Forestry from the University of Montana,
and worked professionally all over Montana, in California’s
redwoods and sequoias, in the Sierra-Nevada Mountains and in
Washington’s Cascade Range.

Through all the ups and downs of the dairy industry over the last 60 years, New
Hope Farm has endured. Now one of only two dairies left in the town of Thetford, it
is a gem of the village of Ely, in the northeastern corner of Thetford. The soils there
are rich and well cared for; the cows are a jolly bunch of ladies, watched over by the
matriarch, Peppermint. The farm is a testament to Dick’s knowledge and care for the
land and his faith that the land will provide.

Penny Brook Farm
Randolph Center, 37 acres
Hikers join John Roe (UVLT Vice President, Stewardship and Strategic Initiatives)
at the new trails on the Smith Pond Shaker Forest property that volunteer Alan
Strickland helped to design.

New England; identifying ferns, mosses, liverworts, lichens,
mushrooms, vernal pools and flowers. He has served on the
Enfield Conservation Commission for about 25 years, helping
to support a number of UVLT conservation projects. When UVLT
purchased the 995-acre Smith Pond Shaker Forest in 2015, Alan
brought his years of exploring the hillside to bear. He has been
a leader of an informal advisory group of neighbors and friends,
helping guide UVLT’s management of the property. In 2017,
Alan helped UVLT design, layout and build over two miles of
new hiking trails at Smith Pond Shaker Forest. You can often find
Alan and his dog, Prairie, roaming the hillside or guiding friends
along the trails.

Manning Farm
Strafford, 382 acres

Introducing the Family Farm: Magdalena Schultz, visiting the US from Poland in 1992, as
part of a delegation learning about non-governmental organizations, farming and rural
community development, spent an afternoon at the farm with Ralph Hodge, Dick’s father.
The Hodge’s small farm has welcomed, informed and inspired many people over the years.

