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CONSERVATION TRANSACTIONS 
COMPLETED FEB-JUNE 2025

•	 CR Farm  
189 acres, Newbury, VT 

•	 Lewis-Bedell Farmland 
23 acres, Haverhill, NH

•	 Loschiavo Trail (easement overlaid on 
previously conserved land) 
½ mile, Bradford, VT
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CON T I N U E  R E A D I N G  I N S I D E . . .

In the early days of April, Jason Berard, UVLT’s 
Stewardship VP, was on the lookout for the flowers of 
sharp-lobed hepatica.  One of the first spring wildflowers 
to bloom in our region, this forest ephemeral quickly 
flowers and goes to seed before the tree canopy leafs out 
and blocks the sun.  While the Lyme Hill Conservation 
Area hosts a large hepatica population, and Jason found 
stalks and buds emerging there, it was at the Brookmead 
Conservation Area in Norwich that he spotted the first 
open flower of the season.



A map of conserved lands along the Connecticut River shows over ten miles of protected 
agricultural land in the northern part of the Upper Valley. From Bradford north through 
Newbury, virtually every fertile oxbow has been conserved. This month, Gordon 
Huntington has filled a missing piece on that map by protecting 189 acres of his family’s 
CR Farm, which he acquired from his parents in 2015.

Gordon is a third-generation farmer raised on a dairy farm in southern New Hampshire. In 
1988, when Gordon was in his mid-twenties, the family was pushed north by sprawl and 
bought a farm in Newbury. In a 2012 news story, Gordon’s mother, Florrie, shared that he’d 
always loved farming. When other kids in the sandbox were building castles, Gordon was 
creating barns and pastures. He became his father's right-hand man, good at working on 
anything with a motor, and a "fabulous cowman," according to his father, Linwood. 

The newly conserved 189-acre property, which has supported the Huntington family for 
35 years, features 185 acres of open fields with rich river bottomland soil located along the 
Connecticut River and on both sides of US Route 5 in Newbury. Approximately 20 acres 
are leased to the neighboring Four Corners Farm for growing strawberries, vegetables, 
and sweet corn, while the remaining acreage is used for corn and hay production.

Ecologically significant features include nearly a mile of Connecticut River frontage and 
a small wetland west of Route 5. Under the conservation easement terms, approximately 
six acres will transition out of agricultural production to establish vegetated buffers along 
these water resources. These buffers are designed to enhance water quality, improve 
flood resilience, and reduce soil erosion in an area the State of Vermont ranks highly for 
riparian function and wildlife connectivity.

V ITA L STATISTICS
•	 189 acres of Connecticut River Valley 

agricultural land

•	 4,765 feet of frontage on the 
Connecticut River

•	 185 acres of prime agricultural soil

•	 2 acres of wetlands

•	 1,110 feet of frontage on Route 5

•	 Contiguous to UVLT-conserved 
parcels owned by Knoxland Farm 
and Newmont Farm

•	 Conservation easement purchased 
by UVLT

•	 Project funding provided by the 
Vermont Housing and Conservation 
Board and USDA Natural Resource 
Conservation Service

Family Farm Joins CONNECTICUT 
RIVER CONSERVATION CORRIDOR

The fertile soil of CR Farm. Prime agricultural soils make up 14% of the Upper Valley's 
land base and are vital for regional food security and local economies. However, 
development pressure, climate change, and high entry costs threaten their future use. 
Currently, less than 20% of the region's best farmland is conserved.



Sharp-lobed hepatica is found across much of the eastern United 
States, typically in high-quality wooded areas with intact native flora. 
As with many spring ephemerals, hepatica seeds are dispersed by 
ants. Nourishing attachments on the seeds attract ants from nearby 
colonies to carry the seeds several meters back to their nests. The 
attachments are consumed without harming the seeds, which then 
germinate in the well-aerated, fertile soil of the ants’ compost pile.

This mutualistic relationship is both elegant and fragile. As 
conservation biologist Kent McFarland highlights in the Vermont 
Center for Ecostudies' April 2025 Field Guide, reliance on short-
distance dispersal makes these plants vulnerable: “Because short-
distance dispersal is the norm, forest fragmentation is a threat to 
the survival of spring ephemerals. Once these plants are gone from 
a forest, they rarely return.”

This year at Brookmead Conservation Area, hepatica bloomed at 
the end of a spur trail built by young participants in a nature and 
mountain biking camp. The trail leads through the woods to an 
opening where there is a rocky outcrop within a meadow. It’s a spot 
known for spring wildflowers, and a visitor informed Jason that the 
short-lived blooming period had begun.

More than 1,100 plant and animal species have been identified at 
UVLT-owned conservation areas, with nearly 7,500 observations 
documented and reported to i-Naturalist by 215 different observers. 
This variety and abundance reflect the resilience, adaptability, and 
ecological significance of the Upper Valley’s landscape. 

Biodiverse landscapes are better equipped to adapt to disturbances 
such as floods, fires, droughts, pests, and pathogens. Our region's 
relatively intact landscape is crucially important in the larger context 
of environmental change and species loss because its ecological 
functions serve migrating species and biodiversity far beyond our 
borders, as well as those close to home. 

Conserving land with known biodiversity and connecting corridors 
of these lands are priorities in UVLT’s strategic plan. So too are 
educational programs and active land management aimed at 

maintaining and supporting 
biodiversity. UVLT’s 35 
Conservation Areas serve 
as living laboratories for 
studying and learning 
about changes in forest 
composition, as well as the 
diverse plants, animals, and 
microorganisms that inhabit 
forests, grasslands, and 
riparian zones.

Not far from the site where 
hepatica bloomed in April, 
another sign of spring has 
arrived: a pair of American 
kestrels, newly returned 
from wintering in warmer 
climes to take up residence 
in a nest box we set out 
last fall.  This species — the continent’s smallest falcon — favors 
field edges, forest clearings, and open land with sufficient prey and 
places to perch, like wires and high dead branches. They nest in 
tree cavities or in special nest boxes, usually placed 10-30 feet up. 
(The Brookmead box is installed 10 feet above ground). American 
kestrel populations are declining in the northeast, so we will watch 
the productivity of this nest box closely!

Whether you're a dedicated birder, an amateur botanist, or simply 
someone who enjoys the outdoors, UVLT's Conservation Areas offer 
something for everyone. We welcome your participation in caring 
for the land and helping to sustain and restore ecological health 
and biodiversity. 

Continued from the cover...

Explore our Conservation Areas 
and find ways to get involved. 



Find yourself outside this summer! We invite you to join us for a variety of free events 
designed to keep you engaged, informed, and having fun (!) on conserved properties 
throughout the season. All are welcome. Please visit uvlt.org/events for more 
information and to register for specific events. We can’t wait to see you!

J U NE
History Hike at Smith Pond Shaker Forest in partnership with the 
Enfield Shaker Museum
June 7, 2025 at 9:30am | Smith Pond Northern Trailhead, Enfield, NH

Bird Walk with UVLT and Ascutney Mountain Audubon Society 
June 21, 2025, 7:00am (rain date June 22) | Up on the Hill 
Conservation Area, Charlestown, NH

J U LY
Bird Identification, Ecology & Habitats Walk at Up on the Hill 
Led by Matt Tarr, UNH Cooperative Extension Wildlife Habitat Specialist 
Saturday, July 12, 2025, 6:45am - 8:30am |  Up on the Hill 
Conservation Area, Charlestown, NH

Recognizing & Managing Wildlife Habitat Workshop 
Led by Matt Tarr, UNH Cooperative Extension Wildlife Habitat Specialist 
Saturday, July 12, 2025, 9:00am - 12:30pm | Up on the Hill 
Conservation Area, Charlestown, NH

Presentation: History of Smith Pond Shaker Forest, Then &  
Now, with partners from Enfield Shaker Museum
July 18, 2025, 6:00pm | Enfield Shaker Museum, Enfield, NH

Upcoming
  EVENTS

Celebrating the Start of Summer 
June 22, 3:00-5:00pm | Timotheus Pohl 
Conservation Area, Hartland, VT

Join UVLT and members of the Hartland 
Conservation Commission for field trips, 
nature walks and storytelling. Learn about 
this special property and meet the people 
involved in conserving it. 

D ON ’ T  M I S S  O U T
Visit our website for more information 
and to register today!

Promoting White Ash Reproduction: At Old Town Farm Conservation 
Area in Pomfret, UVLT’s silvicultural practices aim to proactively 
create conditions favorable for white ash regeneration, with the hope 
that some of the stand’s ash trees might have genetic resilience to the 
destructive emerald ash borer. The strategy involves identifying pairs 
of healthy male and female white ash trees and maintaining openings 
to establish and maximize successful regeneration.

Assisting Migration: At Up On the Hill Conservation Area in 
Charlestown, UVLT will be undertaking a trial of “assisted migration.” 
This involves planting selected tree species near the northern edge 
of their range in a portion of the property where a degraded stand 
has been removed. In this case, we’ll be planting yellow poplar, a tree 
species that grows quickly and provides a myriad of habitat benefits. 
Additionally, deer don’t eat it (see Deer Browse to the right).

Conducting Bird Counts for Restoration Planning: This spring and 
summer, birders will visit Zebedee Wetland weekly or biweekly to 

survey five species at two specific sites. The survey results will help 
us document how the wetlands and forests at Zebedee are currently 
supporting different kinds of birds, information that UVLT will use 
to set management priorities and seek grant funding for invasive 
species removal and habitat restoration projects. 

Monitoring Deer Browse: Overabundant deer prevent hardwood 
forest regeneration by eating maple, oak, and ash seedlings. 
Species like glossy buckthorn, barberry, and bittersweet aren’t 
palatable to deer and thrive and spread instead. At Brookmead 
Conservation Area, UVLT manages a long-running deer browse 
study that monitors the impact of deer. In 2024, UVLT cooperated 
with the Norwich Conservation Commission to install a deer 
exclosure in the hardwood forest. The exclosure is a fenced area 
within which seedlings can grow naturally without being eaten by 
deer, demonstrating the regeneration that would occur if deer were 
less prevalent.

Stewardship for BIODIVERSITY
M A N A G E M E N T  AT  U V LT  C O N S E R VAT I O N  A R E A S



Imagine instinct driving you south each autumn, a tiny 
speck among thousands of birds headed toward the United 
Kingdom. But this year, the familiar journey turns perilous 
as a heavy storm surrounds you, disorienting you with its 
darkness and turbulence and separating you from the rest 
of your flock. Alone in the night, you fly on, until slowly 
light returns. But instead of the rolling hills of Scotland you 
expected below, you see the jagged white peaks of a strange 
place called New Hampshire. That is when you realize you 
are not where you are supposed to be. 

This story is reality every year for migratory birds that get 
lost and find themselves in unfamiliar territory. Storms, solar 
activity, climate change, and even a touch of wanderlust can 
lead birds far off course, sometimes entire continents away 
from their intended destination. Ornithologists use the term 
“vagrancy” to describe these out-of-range sightings. 

One famous recent case of vagrancy in the US involved a 
Steller’s sea eagle that turned up in Texas, and later New 
England, in 2021. One of the largest raptors in the world, 
the species is typically only found in northeastern Asia. 
This particular eagle was last spotted in Newfoundland in 
January 2025. 

This year, winter birders in New England were surprised 
by three vagrant pink-footed geese. This species breeds in 
eastern Greenland and Iceland before migrating south to 
the UK and western Europe in huge formations. Sometimes, 

a few geese get lost while migrating and end up in New 
England. When this occurs, the vagrant geese typically join 
a flock of Canada geese until it’s time to migrate back north. 

This year’s three vagrants stayed in Massachusetts for most 
of the winter, then split up in March when the flock of Canada 
geese they had joined headed north. One of the pink-footed 
geese was spotted in a group following the Connecticut 
River and eventually ended up in a farm field near Newbury. 

UVLT had worked with the farmer to conserve this field 
(and more riverfront farmland) in 2003 because of the 
farm’s fertile agricultural soils and a significant silver maple-
ostrich fern floodplain forest (a rare and important natural 
community in the Upper Valley). Even though it wasn’t 
conserved specifically for wildlife, this farm continues to 
be critical to migrating birds — and this year, to a lost bird’s 
journey home. The pink-footed goose stayed in Newbury for 
two days before heading farther north. By now, it’s made its 
way to Canada, where it was last reported in Saint-Joseph-
des-Érables on March 22. 

This goose’s story is an example of how conservation 
and stewardship in our region contribute to the health of 
migrating wildlife. The Upper Valley is a relatively small 
dot — a waypoint — connected to the world by the wildlife 
that pass through. Everyone here can make a difference, 
and seemingly small steps can make a big difference when 
added together. 

Goose on  
the LOOSE
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Looking for a way to get outside  
& GIVE BACK THIS SUMMER?
Our Stewardship team is planning a packed field season of trail work projects on our 
conservation areas, and we’d love your help! If you would like to get on our volunteer workday 
list and help with projects like replacing bog bridges at Smith Pond Shaker Forest, email 
Cassie Bernyk at cassie.bernyk@uvlt.org.

Other ways you can help our conservation activities this summer include lending a hand in 
one of our food pantry gardens, joining our bird survey project, or volunteering at one of our 
Connecticut River campsites!

V O L U N T E E R 
T O D AY !

Join our team of dedicated 
volunteers and help make a 

difference!


